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Your CNYPCUG Board 
 Our annual election of officers was held at the April 2 Business Meeting.  
 The results were unanimous and are as follows:   

President:  
V. Pres.: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Bill Wafful 
John LaClair 
John Driscoll  
David Gregg 

Director: 
Director: 
Director: 
Director: 

David Cooper 
Rick Nash 
Rick Schamp 
Bill Waters 

Past President 
Matthew J. Mallory  
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Remember Passwords 

CNYPCUG Calendar 

2012 Meeting Dates 

CNYPCUG’s Sixth Annual 

August 6, 2012, 5:00 PM 
Onondaga Lake Park, Willow Bay 

Here’s some pics from 

Picnic’s past– Join us 

for some great food, 

fun and talk! 
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Submission Deadline is the 5th of the month! 

CNYPCUG, PO BOX 6444, SYRACUSE, NY  13217 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

Articles, advertisements, and other submissions should 
be made only in RTF or MS-Word format, unless prior 
arrangement has been made. Margins, double spaces at 
the end of sentences should be removed before 
submission. A single hard return should occur at the end 
of paragraphs, not at the end of each line. Send all 
submissions via e-mail to newsdesk@cnypcug.org. 
You are encouraged to submit articles for publication 
in SALTBytes. Due to space limitations, the Editorial Staff 
reserves the right to restrict publication to articles offering 
the greatest benefit to CNYPCUG or its readers. We 
encourage articles which educate and entertain our 
readers. 
Commercial advertising is best supplied as camera-
ready art, to size, screened at 85 lines or less. SALT-
Bytes reserves the right to reject any advertising and is 
not responsible for typographic errors. We cannot 
guarantee that an advertisement will appear in a specific 
issue or its placement if it is submitted after the 5th of the 
month. Ads that do not conform to the proper sizes will be 
re-sized and a production charge may be applied. 
Unless specifically stated otherwise, the opinions 
expressed in any article or column are those of the 
individual author[s] and do not represent an official 
position of, or endorsement by, the Central New York 
Personal Computer Users Group, Inc. CNYPCUG is an 
independent, non-profit  agency and is not affiliated with 
any vendor or manufacturer. 
Entire contents Copyright 2012, the Central New York 
Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., except as noted. 
All Rights Reserved. Permission to reproduce articles in 
part or in whole is given to other user groups for internal, 
non-profit use, providing the author and SALTBytes are 
given credit for reproduced item[s]. All brand and  product 
names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their 
respective holders. 

 

Directions to the library: 
From the NY State Thruway: Exit at Route 57 (exit 38). After 
the tollbooth, turn right on Route 57 towards the Village of Liv-
erpool. At Tulip Street, turn right and go one block. Liverpool 
Library will be on the left side at the corner of Tulip and Second 
Street. 
 
From Interstate 81 North: Take the Liverpool Exit to Onondaga 
Lake Pkwy (Rte 370). In the Village of Liverpool, follow Rte 370 
West (called Second St. in the Village) to the corner of Tulip St. 
Liverpool Library will be on the left. 
 
From Interstate 81 South: Take 7th North St. exit. Bear right on 
7th North St. and follow it to the end. Take a left on Electronics 
Parkway. Go to the end and take a right on Old Liverpool 
Road. At the Liverpool Village center (Heid's Corners) follow 
Rte. 370 West to the corner of Tulip St. Liverpool Library will be 
on the left. 
 
Parking is available on Second St., on Tulip St., and under-
neath the Library in the garage. 
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T he July meeting featuring our own Bill De Lucia talking about 
Picasa was very good and informative. 
Picasa questions have been coming up 
during the Q and A sessions of our 
meetings for a 
while. This 
was a great 
presenta t ion 
on this free 
service from 
Google. There 
is so much that can be done with your 
pictures from adjusting to sharing and 
now we know how thanks to Bill De 
Lucia. This is a link to his presentation at 
http://tinyurl.comcnypcug-picasa for those 
of you who missed it.  
 
The August 6th meeting is our annual 
member picnic held again at Willow Bay 
and it starts at 5:00 PM. If you can help 
out with cooking or selling raffle tickets 
let us know. Please be sure to sign up on 
the web site by Friday August 3rd as you 
do for the meetings so that we know how 
many people will be attending and we can 
get enough food. You may also bring a 
dish to pass if you like. Have fun and stay 
cool.  
                   Bill 

 DOOR PRIZES 
 

Here’s a partial list of some of the items we have 
lined up for future meetings: 
 

• MS Wireless Mouse 
• 50 pack of DVD+R’s 
• USB Hub 
• Label Maker! 
• Laptop Cooling Tray! 
• Network Cables! 
• USB Cables! 
• Kingston 4Gb Thumb drive! 
• Wii Accessories 
 

And many more valuable prize items! 

 

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE TO 
MEMBERS 

 

Please be aware that we would like you to 
register for EACH month’s meeting! 

 

CNYPCUG requests that all members and non-
members register to attend our monthly meetings at 
Liverpool Public Library. The registration form is 
available online at - 
 

www.cnypcug.org/reserve. 

Library Co-sponsors 
 
 

CNYPCUG is a co-sponsor with the  
Liverpool Public Library. 

 
CNYPCUG supports the library with volunteer 

activities and technical assistance. 
 

President’s 

Message 
 

By Bill Wafful, Jr. 
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Widest Angle 
This is a very important feature for anyone trying to take pictures 
in a street market setting or at a party or in any crowded 
situation. The SMALLER the starting number the greater the 
wide angle of the camera.  A 36mm wide angle is not good, a 
28mm lens is very good, but a 24mm one is even better. Taking 
pictures in confined spaces works better with the wider angle 
lens, you get more of the picture without having to step back. 
However, as the lens angle gets bigger, wider, more 
encompassing, distortion starts to rear its ugly head. Straight 
lines get bent and the results are not always pleasant. 
 

Maximum  Zoom Range 
One might think that a large amount of maximum zoom would 
be good, very good, but there are penalties to pay for that long a 
zoom range, size and weight are two of the more important 
penalties.  There are cameras with zoom ranges up to 18x optical 
that can still fit into a shirt pocket. Of course, these cameras do 
weigh more. But as you start going over 10x optical zoom the 
need for some type of viewfinder becomes much more 
important. At over 18x optical, the lack of any viewfinder would 
prevent me from buying the camera.  There are attachments that 
can be screwed into the tripod hole of a camera that mimics to 
some extent  a viewfinder. Check the website for ClearViewer 
www.clearviewer.com/) to see if they have a device for your 
camera. 
 
The lack of a viewfinder for the longer end of the zoom range 
cameras really spells trouble. Camera shake becomes a real 
problem even for those cameras with very good image 
stabilization (I.S.).  
 

Aperture or F Stop 
The smaller the number the better the camera performs in dim or 
subdued light. In an attempt to keep camera prices down and 
camera size small, most cameras do not have a “fast or bright” 
lens. A “fast or bright” lens is one that lets in a lot of light very 
quickly.  This allows for a fast shutter speed which allows the 
photographer to capture fast moving events. This is very 
important if you are taking pictures from a moving vehicle or of 
very fast moving subjects or action. The other advantage to a 
bigger lens opening is the shallow depth of field (DOF) that such 
a lens is able to provide. Objects in front of or behind the subject 
are blurred when shooting with a large lens opening, a nice way 
of visually isolating your subject. 
 
Most zoom lenses have two stated aperture values. One for the 
widest angle and one for the maximum zoom. The aperture at the 
widest angle generally ranges from f2.8 to f3.8. A lens with a 
f2.8 aperture at wide angle admits almost double the amount of 
light in a given time as one with a f3.8. At the other end of the 
zoom you will generally find aperture values of f5.5-f5.6. This 
means that for a given shutter speed the lens at maximum zoom 
can only let in about 1/4-1/8 of the light at maximum aperture.  
Thus at maximum zoom you have to use shutter speeds 1/4-1/8 
that used when at maximum wide angle. If your camera can 
properly expose a scene at 1/250 of a second at maximum wide 
angle (24-28mm), you would need 1/30 to 1/15th of a second at 
maximum zoom, thus subject movement and camera shake 
become a greater problem. Another problem occurs because 
almost all of the point and shoot cameras require fairly bright 
settings to focus quickly and an f stop of f5.6 just doesn’t do 
well, especially in dimmer light. 
 

Image Stabilization (IS)  
Most cameras have image stabilization (IS) of some type. The 
better ones use either a moveable element in the lens, called 
OPTICAL IS or a movable SENSOR. Neither of these help when 
the subject is moving or you are moving, like in a vehicle. A few 

A s a teacher of digital photography I am often asked for help by a student who is trying to select the “perfect” camera. It is very 
hard to tell someone that there is “no one perfect camera”. What 
meets your needs today may not be great for tomorrow. I try to 

tell them that the most important thing about any camera is the six inches 
behind the camera, the photographer. 
 
Having said all that, there are some 
things that make one camera a much 
better choice than another, regardless 
of the expressed needs of the 
potential buyer. Just remember to 
keep in mind that the camera you 
need for your trip to Africa is vastly 
different than what you need as you 
walk through a street market in 
Rome Italy. You also need to come 
to grips with how much you are 
willing to spend, how often you are 
willing to replace a camera, and how 
much time are you willing to put into 
an attempt to master, to understand, 
and to “play” with a camera.    
There are some general features you should look for in any new camera. 
Unfortunately, this means I have to be a bit technical and you will have to 
spend some time digging out the details on any camera you are thinking 
about. So here goes: 
 

Sensor Size  
Most point and shoot (P&S) cameras, those you can stick in a shirt pocket or 
pocketbook use the same size sensor called the 1 /2.3”which measures 6.17 x 
4.55 mm. However, more and more, you may be seeing some cameras using 
larger sensors such as the 1 /1.7”, 1/1.8” , and even a 2/3”. The larger sensors, 
the 1/1.7 or 1/1.8, or 2/3 inch offer much better low light performance, the 
pictures tend to be sharper, tend to have less noise or grain. Don’t confuse 1 
/2.3”.with the 2/3”, they are very different in size, the 2/3” is much larger and 
therefore much better.  
 

Sensor Type 
The sensors that use a CCD type sensor are old school. They do produce 
reasonably good pictures but cannot keep up with the newer CMOS when it 
comes to movie making. Another type of CMOS sensor is called a BSI-
CMOS and that is really the best of the lot, especially if you want to make 
high def movies or do a lot of photography in very low light. 
 

Number of Pixels 
With cameras that have the small sensors, more is NOT better. Look for 
cameras that have only 10-12 MP. More pixels, 14-24MP is only an 
advantage for cameras that have larger sensors, such as those found on the 
Nikon V1/J1, the Canon G1 X, the Sony NEX 5N or NEX 7, or the Fuji X10 
or X100.   
 

Zoom Range  
Most, but not all cameras have optical zoom ranges from 3x to as large as 
36x or more. What that zoom range really means is the “difference” from the 
widest angle to the greatest amount of zoom. As an example, a 10x optical 
zoom for a camera with a lens that has a wide angle of 28mm is 10x28 or 
280mm. All these measurements are in 35mm film terms. For most purposes, 
that is an ample zoom range. Some of the cameras do not have any zooming 
whatever, others only have 3 or 4x optical zoom. Disregard or ignore any 
digital zoom values.  

Selecting a Digital Camera     
 

By Jerry Schneir, Member,  
Los Angeles Computer Society 
June 2012 issue, User Friendly 
www.lacspc.org   editor@lacspc.org Article 
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Testing Your 

Webcam 
 

By Bill Wafful 

W ebcams are built into most notebook, tablets, and even 
monitors. Also there are many USB web cams for 
desktop computers that are available. Some web 
cams also have built in microphones. The 
operating systems of today do good work at 
finding drivers and 
installing them but 
once in a while 
issues happen. Most 
web cams come 
with software that 
lets you test and see 
your webcam to let 
you know that it is 
working. If you buy 
a used webcam or a 
notebook with a 
cam how do you test it? There is a web site called 
www.testmycam.com and it is free. You will 
need flash and a web cam to use the site. Once 
you’re at the main page you will be asked to 
allow www.testmycam.com to test your webcam 
and microphone. After clicking on “allow” the 
site will detect your webcam and, if it is working, 
you should see a video from your webcam. This 
is a free service so why not check it out to see if 
your webcam is working.  

It will come as a surprise to some people that there are more choices than 
Google or Bing for Internet search engines. Two newer and smaller search 
engines that do not have a large market share of users or the reach of the 
major search engines actually can be unique and helpful secondary Internet 
search tools. 
 
One of these is a general purpose search engine with the catchy name of 
DuckDuckGo which claims it will give users “way more instant answers, way 
less spam and real privacy.”  
 
Billing itself as “the search engine you’ve never heard of,” it surpassed 
1,000,000 searches in one day for the first time on February 14, 2012.  
Similar to Google’s one click “I’m feeling lucky” search, DuckDuckGo has 
its own one click “I’m feeling ducky” button for searches. 
 
But, perhaps the most innovative search feature are DuckDuckGo’s !bangs 
commands that allow you to designate a major site/category on which to base 
the search. On the search page, click the down arrow and select one of the 
popular target sites. It will appear in the search box with an exclamation point 
and its letter code. Next to it, type in your search term and press enter. Bang! 
It takes you directly to that website where the results of your search term are 
displayed. For instance, choose Amazon – !a – from the dropdown list of 
Bangs. Then, type “bestseller books” and press enter. A list of bestselling 
books at the Amazon site appears instantly. 
 
Perhaps, just as importantly to some, DuckDuckGo’s company philosophy is 
that “DuckDuckGo does not collect or share personal information. That is our 
privacy policy in a nutshell.” 
 
An enthusiastic blogger at programmableweb.com said, “The search engine 
provides clean, uncluttered results and is very easy to use.” Check out 
duckduckgo.com. 
 
Gibiru is a free, uncensored anonymous internet search engine and year-old 
Silicon Valley startup that reached 10,000 daily searches in January 2012. 
 
Besides the limits placed by the National Security Agency, services such as 
America OnLine, Microsoft, Yahoo and others are slowly turning the Internet 
into an information superhighway dominated by barricades, toll booths, and 
tracking codes. They use geolocation filtering which restricts or modifys web 
content based on the geographical region of the user.  
 
Such filtering can now be implemented for countries, states, cities, and even 
individual IP addresses. Also, due to tracking and filtering, search results are 
now tailored to the individual IP addresses which are conducting a search; so 
their “personalized” search results will be skewed and vary from one user’s 
results to another user’s results. 
 
Gibiru provides the basic Google search results most people are familiar with, 
but when searching the web through Gibiru, the system does not utilize the 
searcher’s IP address or cookie data when it returns the search results; 
providing a non-personalized, all-inclusive, private search experience. Gibiru 
gathers no personal information on its users.  
 
However, due to some Google code needed for results, “Gibiru may use 
aggregated statistics to manage bandwidth and site performance. Gibiru 
makes nor implies any guarantee that a site or sites visited after leaving the 
Gibiru search results will not be tracking the user independently or storing 
data the user.” 
 
You can try Gibiru out at gibiru.com. � 

What do you mean there are other search engines? 

By Linda Gonse, Editor/Webmaster, ORCOPUG (Orange 
County PCUG), California 
April 2012 issue, Nibbles ‘n Bits 
www.orcopug.org   editor (at) orcopug.org 

Article 
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Long Branch Park & Willow Bay are located at the north end of Onondaga Lake Park.  

From I-90 (NYS Thruway) - Exit 39, take 690 East to Exit 4 (John Glenn Blvd.), right turn at first 
traffic light, proceed 1 mile on Long Branch Rd. to Long Branch Park entrance on the left, Willow 
Bay entrance is on the right. 

From I-81 N. - Take 690 West to Exit 4 (John Glenn Blvd.), see above. 

From 690 West - Exit 4 (John Glenn Blvd.), see above. 

From Liverpool - Route 370W to Long Branch Rd, Long Branch Park is on the right, Willow Bay 
entrance is on left. 

CNYPCUG PICNIC MAPCNYPCUG PICNIC MAPCNYPCUG PICNIC MAPCNYPCUG PICNIC MAP    

Liverpool 

Longbranch Rd 

Willow Bay 

370 

Liverpool 
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August 6, 2012, 5:00 PM 
Onondaga Lake Park, Willow Bay 

• We’ll supply the burger’s, hot dogs, and soft drinks, 
• Everyone will need to bring a dish to pass, 
• Bring some money for the Raffle! Great Prizes! 
• Members and spouses only, please. 
• A map is included in this months SALTBytes, 
• And we’ll all have a great time! 

All that plan to attend MUST use the 
online registration at cnypcug.org so 
we can plan for food and supplies! 

Sign up by: Aug. 3 
Questions? Contact Bill at 
president@cnypcug.org 

CNYPCUG’s Sixth Annual 
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The Front Range PC Users Group (FRPCUG) provides free computer help to 
the community and to several other local non-profit organizations. As a result 
of these efforts, we have concluded that there are two tasks and several free 
and reliable utilities that help to maintain a safe and healthy computer. 
 
Without a doubt, the two most important safety and security tasks for every 
Windows computer user are: 
 
1. Keep the Operating System up to date 
2. Keep the security software up to date 
 
In addition to those two tasks, there is some computer "housekeeping" 
required to keep your computer healthy (for those of you who consider 
yourselves not knowledgeable enough to "maintain" your computer, think of 
these utilities as cleaning tools, not maintenance tools). 
 
For housekeeping, these utilities are recommended: 
 
1.  Revo Uninstaller 
 
This free utility does an excellent job of uninstalling unwanted software—
even better than the Windows utility. 
 
You can use the default settings of Revo. 
 
It is important to note that Revo first runs the uninstaller program provided 
with the program you want to remove. At the end of that process, you are 
asked if you want to restart your computer.  At this point, DO NOT 
RESTART YOUR COMPUTER. Click on "No" or "Restart later" (or 
whatever similar message is displayed). That will allow the rest of Revo to 
run. It will check for left-over files in the Windows Registry and the 
directories. Whatever files or file remnants it finds, select everything it finds 
and delete them. 
 
You can download Revo from: 
http://www.revouninstaller.com/revo_uninstaller_free_download.html. The 
free version is the one in the left column (see the graphic at right).  
 
When installing this (or any program), proceed carefully, because very likely 
there is additional software "bundled" with what you want—that additional 
software is usually unnecessary.  Examine each screen as it is displayed and 
uncheck or refuse any of the extra unwanted software. 
 
Sometimes, even Revo needs some help. When combined with a registry 
cleaner, unwanted software can be effectively removed. The registry cleaner 
we recommend is: 
 
2. CCleaner 
 
This is another free, excellent utility. There is much debate in the computer 
world about registry cleaners. Since the Windows Registry is so crucial to 
correct operation, one viewpoint is that no one but an expert should use them. 
It is true that modifying the Windows Registry has the potential to create 
problems. However, those of us in FRPCUG have used CCleaner on many 
computers without problems. When using the registry cleaner option of 
CCleaner, you will be asked if you want to backup your registry. It's a safety 
factor that is up to you. 
 
There are two parts to cleaning your computer of unwanted/left-over junk 

using CCleaner: Cleaner and Registry. Use both—once a week is 
recommended, but at least once a month. 
 
There are cases where, after running Revo, it may be necessary 
to run CCleaner 3 or 4 times before all of the junk is removed. 
For example, if you have Norton security software installed on 
your computer and want to remove it, it will take Revo and 
possibly 3 or 4 passes of CCleaner (restarting your computer 
after each CCleaner run) to completely remove the Norton 
software (more on Norton in a moment). 
 
Y o u  c a n  d o w n l o a d  C C l e a n e r  f r o m 
http://www.filehippo.com/download_ccleaner/. Use the 
"Download Latest Version" button with the green background at 
the right side of the page. 
 
For computer security: 
 
Virtually all new Windows computers are delivered with a trial 
version of one brand or another of security software installed, 
usually good for up to 90 days. Once that trial is over, you need 
to pay for an annual subscription for updates. 
 
In today's world, there is no need to pay for security software. 
There are a number of excellent, free security software programs 
available. And, there are cases where the free software might 
actually be better than security software that you buy. For 
example, in the past, Norton security software acquired a 
reputation for slowing down the computers on which it was 
installed (my own experience with Norton software—at least the 
older versions, based on helping other computer users, is that it is 
not as good at catching malicious software (malware) as other 
programs). 
 
Of the many free security software applications available, 
FRPCUG members have used these four, and found them to be 
reliable and effective (just because the software is free does not 
mean it is less capable): 
 
One is Microsoft Security Essentials (MSE). You can download 
MSE from: 
 http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=5201. 
Note that there are 2 versions available, depending on whether 
your computer has an AMD or an Intel processor. 
 
Another is Avira Free. This application received excellent 
reviews from the independent security software testing 
organization, AV-Comparatives - Independent Tests of Anti-
Virus Software, http://www.av-comparatives.org/ 
 
A third choice is Avast Free, and a fourth choice is AVG Free. 
We suggest you read the reviews on these products (enter: 
review of—and the application name—into a Google search, or 
use the AV Comparitives website mentioned above). If you 
decide to use one these applications, download it from 
http://www.filehippo.com. You are less likely to encounter 
excess, unnecessary additional software (sometimes called 
"bloatware" or "sneakware"). Once you connect to the filehippo 
website, just enter the name of the application into the search 
box. 
 
Another area of debate regarding security software is the number 
of different security software applications that should be 
installed and running on one computer. With one exception, 
described below, you are probably going to be better off with 
only one. Since these applications are always running (in the 

(Continued on page 9) Housekeeping 

By Mike Morris, Editor, Front Range PC Users Group,  
Fort Collins, CO, http://www.frpcug.org 
Twriterext (at) gmail.com Article 

Light Housekeeping for a  
Safe and Healthy Computer 
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the password that you need, either close or lock the 
program so that you must type the password to retrieve 
another. Otherwise, why encrypt or protect your 
passwords?  
 

eWallet is available for download or purchase at 
http://www.iliumsoft.com/ewallet , the iTunes App Store, 
or the Android Market. I am a password nut. I try to have almost every program, website, email 

address, etc., use a unique password. That makes it difficult to 
remember them. Way back in 2000, I found a program to keep track of 
all of my passwords and account numbers in an encrypted file. I carried 
a Palm PDA in those days. The program was eWallet by iLium 
Software, with a version for both my Palm and my PC. I could sync the 
information as well.  
 

Once the Palm PDA and its successor were finally put to rest, I 
continued to use the program between my desktop, laptop, and 
netbook. The encrypted file containing the data was easily copied 
between them. 
 

I purchased the original iPhone and one of the first apps that I added 
was the iOS version of eWallet. I could sync it with my PC version via 
Wi-Fi. So once again I was now able to carry a program with me to 
access my passwords anytime. I was comfortable knowing that it had 
an encrypted file with a rather long password to access the file. I have 
since added an iPad2 to the equation and upgraded to the iPhone 4s, 
using eWallet on both. 
 

There are many password manager programs available. Obviously, the 
main reason that I use the eWallet is that I have been using it for 12 
years. However, there are other reasons. The biggest is that I can have 
it on all of my devices, especially on my iPhone & my iPad, which I 
have with me at all times. The data is protected with 256-bit AES 
(FIPS-197) encryption.  
 

eWallet is currently available for PCs running Windows 7, Vista, or 
XP. If you are an Mac user, you need OS X. There are versions for the 
Apple iPhone, iPad and iPod touch, RIM BlackBerry, Android phones, 
the Kindle Fire tablet, and Windows Mobile. You need to check the 
version number to be sure it works on your device. The PC version is 
$20 & the others are $10 each. Only one license is needed for both the 
iPad & iPhone. You can try the PC version free for 30 days & then it 
stops working unless you buy it. 
 

Although the program manages your passwords well, it has other 
features that may not be included in other programs in the same 
category. They include Live Fields, which enables you to jump to 
websites or dial phone numbers with just a tap. Auto Pass brings up the 
webpage and fills in the username and password for you. There is 
Smart Copy to quickly grab info for on-line forms and PassBuilder that 
generates passwords for you if you want real security using unique 
passwords. You can import data from some other programs using the 
Import Wizard. 
 

eWallet stores your info in a file called a wallet. You can have more 
than one wallet. Each wallet contains categories and stores your 
information using cards in which you designate its category. Cards can 
be printed as well as the entire wallet. I use the search ability a lot. It 
searches the entire wallet for the letters that you type wherever they 
appear so finding an item is easy and quick. 
Whether you use eWallet or another password management program, 
do not automatically open the program at boot up.  This would allow 
anyone to be able to see or use your passwords. Once you have found 

� 

� 

How to remember your passwords 
with eWallett by iLium Software    

Reviewed by Hewie Poplock, APCUG Director 
Hewie's Views & Reviews, http://www.hewie.net 

Article 

background), it is very likely that two or more security 
applications running simultaneously will cause conflicts (and/or 
slow down your computer). It is possible, with a lot of 
experimentation, to find multiple security applications that do 
not conflict (one FRPCUG member has done so), but for most 
computer users, one application is sufficient. 
 
The best way to change security software is to download, but 
don't install, the new security software. Then use Revo (and if 
necessary, CCleaner) to remove the old security software. 
Finally, install the new security software. 
 
A supplementary security software program that works 
extremely well is Malwarebytes.  You can download this 
program from  
http://www.filehippo.com/search?q=malwarebytes.  The free 
version does not run continuously in the background, as do other 
security software applications. That means Malwarebytes does 
not conflict with any other security software. The only 
disadvantage to this program is that you have to remember to run 
a manual scan (say once a week). It's worth it—Malwarebytes 
finds problems other security software does not.  
 
The best way to keep your computer secure, as mentioned 
above, is to keep the operating system and security software up 
to date. You can set Windows computers for automatic operating 
system updates. Virtually all security software programs, 
including the free ones can be set up for automatic updates. 
 
For more information on this topic, connect to 
http://frpcug.org/presentations/BB_Present04.pdf and 
http://frpcug.org/presentations/comp_maint_security.pdf. 
 
One other suggestion: 
 
Another free, useful utility is Belarc Advisor. The program 
provides a detailed list of the hardware installed in your 
computer. You can download Belarc Advisor from 
http://www.belarc.com/free_download.html. While not crucial, 
like security software and maintenance utilities, Belarc is a 
helpful program to have on your computer. 
 
We have installed and run these programs on many computers 
without any problems.  There is, however, always the chance 
that some unusual combination of hardware and software may 
result in a problem. So you should backup at the very least your 
important data, even if it is just copying that data temporarily to 
a flash drive. Please read our disclaimer at 
http://www.frpcug.org/k-byte/current.pdf (page 19). 
 
Happy Computing! 

(Continued from page 8) Housekeeping 
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Do you like to work on computers? Want to share your knowledge with 
students? The Neighborhood Computer Project is looking for volunteers 
to help in the ESL classroom.  For more information contact 399-4699 
or ncomputerp@gmail.com 

 

Ad- vertising with the CNYPCUG is easy, inexpensive, and just feels right! Call today! 

Looking to spread the word 
about your business? 

 

Offering a product  
or service our  
members  
can use? 

Yo
ur Yo
ur A

d H
ere

Ad
 He
re  

Looking to support the 
community? 

Advertise with us! 

 Full Page (7¼"w x 9" h)      $64 
 Half Page (7¼"w x 4¼" h)    $32 
 Quarter Page (4"w x 4¼" h)   $18 
 Business Card           $10 

For more information (like how quickly we’ll 
place your ad!) contact Advertising  

Manager  Paul Fleischmann at  
(315) 329-0329 

ADVERTISING RATES 

SALTSALTSALTSALT    BytesBytesBytesBytes    

Public 
Service 
Announcement 

� 

use other things like increasing the sensitivity of the sensor to light in order to 
use faster shutter speeds to minimize subject or camera motion. Some use a 
combination of different IS systems. The combination version has problems 
which are best avoided if possible. Some cameras allow you to turn off some 
parts of the IS very useful in your camera has multiple means of stabilizing the 
camera.  
 

Viewfinders  
Most cameras in the P&S family of cameras do NOT have any type of 
viewfinder. It is only when you get to the more advanced cameras or the super-
zoom cameras that you can find an electronic viewfinder (EVF). Viewfinders are 
very nice to have but are almost impossible to find in most of the P&S type 
cameras. 
 

LCD 
The brightness of the LCD and the size contribute to the ability to use the 
camera in bright light  
and can either make the camera easy to use or a big pain you know where. 
Generally the more pixels or dots in the LCD the better, but unfortunately there 
are exceptions. You must evaluate the camera for ease of use in bright light. 
Some LCDs articulate, i.e., they move up and down or swivel around. That is 
generally a very desirable feature and can help when shooting in very bright 
light. Some LCDs are touch screen. You can point to an object displayed in the 
LCD and the camera will use that as a focus point. You may be able to control 
various camera settings using the touch screen. Not everyone likes touch screen 
LCDs, if a camera has that feature, check it out, use it, some are easier to use 
than others.  
There are two other points to consider, but these can only be evaluated by 
actually handling the camera. And even then, the pluses and minuses may escape 
notice unless you have handled a lot of other cameras. 
 

Camera Speed  
This is not something you will find in any chart. What I am specifically referring 
to is how fast does the camera “grab’ focus, how fast is the camera ready to take 
another picture, how fast is it ready to go to take a picture when turned on, how 
fast does the camera respond to menu commands? 

(Continued from page 4) Digital Canera Controls  
Menu system - Some cameras allow the photographer to make 
a lot of choices, some treat the photographer as not at all  
interested in the finer points of photography.  What I mean 
here is your not letting the camera make all the choices. If you 
always shoot in the AUTO mode, then the ability to set the 
aperture or shutter speed is unimportant. But, if you are 
thinking about getting more involved in photography then it is 
something to consider  
 
It is impossible to list some features that may be very 
important to some people, things such as built-in GPS or the 
various movie formats available. Prices are constantly 
changing, generally downward from when the camera was 
first introduced. Read reviews both by various websites and 
by the users of the cameras. My three favorite places to look 
are DPReview, CameraLabs, and ImagingResources. Steve’s 
Digicam is also a good information source. 
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For Info Call 446-3326 (touch tone only) Visit the web site at:  www.cnypcug.org 
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 Be sure to renew 
Your membership! 
Renewal & New Member: $25 

 
Mail Check To: 
        PO Box 6444  Syracuse NY 13217 
Or Online at: 
        www.cnypcug.org/renew 

Board Meeting 
6:00 PM 

Wegman’s on 
Taft Ave. 

Board Meeting 
6:00 PM 

Wegman’s on 
Taft Ave. 

ANNUAL 
PICNIC 
5:00 PM    

Sep 10 
6:00 PM 

Sep 10 
2:00 PM 

Genealogy with 
Computers 

LPL Carman Rm 
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ADDRESS 
 

CNYPCUG 
PO BOX 6444 

Syracuse, NY 13217 
315-876-9423 

www.cnypcug.org 

Member Member Member Member Door Prizes 
& Giveaways every 
month at meetings 

Our meetings are at 
Liverpool Public Library 
Carman Community Room 

 

Tulip St. & 2nd Street, 
Liverpool, NY 

Bill sez: This will be our Sixth Picnic! And we 
always have great time, with good food, good 

friends and lots of fun talk. Join Us! 

2012 Meeting Dates 
Aug 6     
Sep 10     
Oct 1     
Nov 5     
Dec 3     

 
 
 

Send us your stories & news at: 
newsdesk@cnypcug.org 

 

Please note: 

All meeting topics and 

presenters are subject 

to change. 


